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PTA Co-Presidents:  
Asana Bowman & Melisa White 

January 31, 2012 

 

We received great news from the State of Georgia this week!  As a result of the assessments 

given last year, Garrison Mill earned the Platinum Award for outstanding student achievement.  

Only twenty-eight elementary schools across the State of Georgia achieved this designation.  In 

order to receive this award, schools must meet the following requirements: 

 Make Adequate Yearly Progress for 3 consecutive years 

At least 35% of students exceed standards in all test areas on state assessments 

At least 98% of students meet or exceed standards on state assessments. 

This award is just another example of the efforts by this community (staff, parents, students, 

and businesses) that has set the standard of expecting and achieving excellence at Garrison 

Mill.  Thank you for all that you do to make certain our students receive the highest quality edu-

cation possible. 

 

Keeping in the theme of achievement, I met with the staff the first day back and discussed how 

we are halfway through the school year.  Even though we are at that point in the year, it is no 

time to “take our foot off the gas.”  During this time of year, when the weather might be yucky or 

the sun goes down early, please help us encourage your children to focus on his/her studies so 

they can perform to their highest levels, no matter the activity (a practice worksheet or a major 

project).  This accurate understanding of their learning, helps the staff meet each student where 

he or she might be in their learning.  This can be hard in the winter, and we appreciate your 

support at home. 

 

In other great news, I’m sure your students have talked about the new gym floor, and you saw 

pictures in the last issue of PAWS.  Coach Bare and Mrs. Bass are extremely pleased with the 

quality of the floor.  I know the students were very excited!  We are looking for other ways to 

make some improvements to “finish off the gym.”  Look for details in the future. 

 

Finally, please remember to communicate with the teachers via written notes in the morning, if 

there are changes to afternoon transportation, club attendance, etc.  Teachers do not always 

have an opportunity to check their email during the day.  Therefore, email might go unread until 

it is too late.  If you have an unplanned need to change transportation during the day, please 

contact the front office for assistance. 

 

We have a lot of great events coming up in the next couple of months, please look through this 

issue of PAWS and the PTA calendar for details. 

 

As always, I look forward to seeing you around Garrison Mill! 

 

Kyle Giesler 

“Principal”ly Speaking 
Kyle Giesler and Vicki Stasiak 

PAWS      for Thought 

The PTA Newsletter 
Garrison Mill Elementary School 
4111 Wesley Chapel Road 
Marietta, GA 30062 
(770) 642-5600 

 Coming to  
Garrison Mill… 

Principal: Kyle Giesler 
Asst. Principal: Vicki Stasiak 

2/2 Talent Show  
Practice 2:30-3:30 

2/3 Parent Workshop 
GM PTA ROOM 

9:30am 

2/4 County Science 
Fair and GMEF 
GALA  7-11pm 

2/7 O’Charley’s Spirit 
Night 5-8pm 

2/8  New Kindergarten 
Parent Meeting 

10am 

2/9 PTA Math Game 
Night 6:30pm 

2/9 Talent Show  
Practice 2:30-3:30 

2/13 Reading Night  
6-8pm 

2/13  GM Foundation 
Meeting 7pm 

2/14 5th Grade Flower 
Sale 

2/16 Progress Reports 
Go Home 

2/17 Box Tops Due 

  
Garrison Mill Elementary 

“Building a Better World ….  

One Student at a Time!” 
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VISITORS REMINDER  

ALL Visitors Must Sign in at the front desk 

and wear a Visitor Sticker  

*Lunch 

*Media Center 

*Class Helper 

*Escorting your child to a classroom 

 

 

 

 

 

PTA Day at the Capitol - February 28, 2012 
 

 
Join PTA leaders, members and supporters and become more 

familiar with the legislative process and actively speak with 

legislators about education and children's issues. Develop and 

put your advocacy skills to work under the Gold Dome and 

over lunch with your state legislators. Let your voice for chil-

dren be seen and heard.  There is a cost associated with this 

program.  If you would like to attend, please contact one of 

your PTA leaders or Stephanie Daniels, GMPTA Legislative 

Chair, and further details will be given.  

stephanieldaniels@bellsouth.net 

 

 

It’s Box Tops Time! 

 

Check your pantries… 

 

Check your freezers… 

 

Your last chance to earn Box Tops cash for Garrison Mill this 

school year is coming up fast. Start sending your Box Tops in 

to your child’s classroom. Clipping Box Tops helps the PTA pay 

for playground equipment, classroom supplies, cultural pro-

grams and much, much more. 

 

Box Tops due February 17  

A Thank You Letter from a Family that  was a 

recipient of the Giving Tree  

"On behalf of myself and my four children, we want to 

thank these wonderful families for the most wonderful 

Christmas you all have allowed my family to have.  We 

are so grateful for you to have thought about a family in 

need during this time...Thank you all so much for this 

blessing.  Times are hard for us, you all gave us hope!" 

  

 
***CAMPBELL’S LABELS FOR EDUCATION*** 

Campbell's Labels for Education is a program that helps 

schools obtain free educational merchandise and equipment 

in exchange for proofs of purchase collected from eligible 

Campbell brands.  This includes Campbell's® soups, Spa-

ghettiOs® pasta, Pepperidge Farm® products, Swan-

son® broths, V-8® beverages and Prego® pasta sauce, 

BIC stationary products, Pop Secret, Post cereals, and 

NEW THIS YEAR Glad, Dannon, &Emerald.   Please 

turn in all of your pre-cut UPC codes and/or lids to the big 

Campbell’s soup can in the front lobby of the school.  For 

questions, please contact Hailey Simmons at haileysim-

mons@bellsouth.net. 

**ATTENTION KROGER SHOPPERS - LOG ONTO 

ELABELSFOR EDUCATION.COM!!** 

THIS IS AN EASY WAY EARN MORE POINTS!!!  Once you 

register online, simply shop with your KROGER Rewards 

card and GM will begin earning points. Just remember to 

choose Garrison Mill as the school you would like to receive 

your e-Labels for Education points, or GM will not receive 

the points you earn. Even grandparents and family members 

in other cities and states can earn points and show support 

for our school!! 

 

Send your child a 

Valentines Day Card 

through  

Wee Deliver! 

 

Deposit your card or letter in the Wee Deliver Mailbox located 

in the lobby by Wednesday, February 8th. 

Packages, candy-grams and/or 

gifts will not be delivered. 

  

Be sure to stop by the Wee Deliver table at Math Night on 

February 9thth, and at  

Reading Night on February 13th!  

mailto:stephanieldaniels@bellsouth.net
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We Need HOPE! 
 
Many Georgia families have planned on their children attend-

ing a Georgia college with the help of the HOPE Scholarship, 

but we seem to be losing hope for the future of this program.  

Gov. Deal launched the Zell Miller Scholarship last year to 

help assist qualified students, but thousands more students 

qualified this year for the schlarship than expected and the 

money isn’t there.  Commission president Tim Connell said 

that the scholarship agency may need to borrow against future 

Georgia Lottery revenue just to cover the cost this year.  Will 

HOPE be able to survive for your children?  Senator Buddy 

Carter said: “Hope is going to get worse before it gets any bet-

ter.”   

What can you do?  Contact your leaders and let them know 

your feelings towards HOPE! 

Here is Chip Rogers contact information. 

Chip@senatorchiprogers.com 

www.senatorchiprogers.com 

404-463-1378 

Food For Thought 

We all want the best for our kids.  Having access to the best 

education is probably at the top of our list.  Studies confirm 

that what a child eats directly affects his/her ability to learn. 

So why are we being passive when it comes to controlling 

what our child eats?  Here is a true story: 

“Judy” is a mom who makes an effort to feed her family nutri-

tious meals that include whole foods and lots of fruits and 

vegetables.  She would never describe herself as a “health 

nut”, but takes pride in the effort she makes to curb junk food 

around the house.  “Judy” sent her son “John” to school, having 

fed him a bowl of oatmeal, a handful of blueberries and a glass 

of lowfat milk.  At 9:30, he received a piece of candy as a re-

ward for some accomplishment in class.  Later, he participated 

in school lesson that incorporated the use of candies, choco-

lates and marshmallows.  He ate several pieces of these items 

as he completed the project.  Around 11:00am, “John” went to 

the cafeteria where he chose strawberry milk and ate the 

brownie that came with the school lunch.  He didn’t have much 

room in his 2nd grade stomach to finish the chicken and vegeta-

bles left on his tray.  About 10 minutes before lunch was over, 

a classmate’s mother brought in a tray of heavily iced cupcakes 

to celebrate his classmate’s birthday.  Who says no to a cup-

cake, right? John had a hard time paying attention in class 

that afternoon and struggled with focus the rest of the day. 

(Hmmmm…I wonder why?) 

“John” rode the bus home and greeted his mom with a hug.  

Since it was Friday, his mom thought it would be fun to go out 

for ice-cream as a special treat.  Do you think John told his 

mom about his food consumption that day?  His mom had NO 

idea all the sugar “John” had consumed earlier- that school 

had offered him the opportunity to take in more than the 

maximum added sugar intake for the day.  She assumed he ate 

the baked chicken and vegetable lunch the school offered on 

the menu! 

 Keep in mind, some studies show that 1 out of every 3 chil-

dren born after the year 2000 will have diabetes and WE are 

doing this to them.  Are you in charge of your child’s nutri-

tional health?  Empower yourself!  Become a part of the PTA 

Health and Wellness Committee.  Contact Wendy Diaz 

(windy_from_indy@yahoo.com), Cyndy Gay 

(cyndy.gay@gmail.com) or Misty Latham 

(lathammisty@hotmail.com) 

Be WELL and be INVOLVED! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Thank you to all the boys who attended the annual 

Pinewood Derby last week! We had a great time 

and we had some amazing cars built this 

year.  Please remember that the tree planting with 

Mabry Park has moved to Saturday, February 4th, 

at 9:30 a.m.  We will meet in the Garrison Mill 

Parking lot to shuttle over to the park, so please 

remember to dress approriately.  Our next big 

event is the February 15th Pack Meeting at the 

Garrison Mill Elementary Cafe.  We are meeting 

on Wednesday at 6:45 p.m., not Tuesday 

(Valentines Day), so please adjust your calen-

dars.   Remember, we are still taking sign ups for 

the Blue and Gold Banquet being held on February 

26th, from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Garrison Mill 

Cafe.  This year we are having a magician come to 

entertain us!  We are also still taking sign ups for 

the Georgia Aquarium Sleepover on April 14th and 

15th.  Please contact either Robert Payne or Debbie 

Zaepfel for further information."  

 Come join us for SPIRIT NIGHT at 

O’Charley’s  on February 7th  

5-8pm   

mailto:Chip@senatorchiprogers.com
http://www.senatorchiprogers.com/
mailto:windy_from_indy@yahoo.com
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Valentine’s Day is Coming! 
 

Valentine’s Day is just around the corner—and so is Garrison Mill’s Annual Flower Sale  on 

Tuesday, February 14th! Carnations can be pre-ordered for $1, and will be delivered to your 

child’s favorite GM Teachers and Staff.  Look for the order form to come home this week!  
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